
Neverland Swing 2026 – Competition
Rules

Neverland Swing is a WSDC Registry Event for West Coast Swing, held  25–29 June 2026 at
CanDance Studios, Isolatorweg 28, 1014 AS Amsterdam, Netherlands, hosted by PureSwing
Dance. To ensure fairness and clarity for our international community, these competition rules
are published in English.

All West Coast Swing contests at this event are governed by the WSDC Registry Event Rules
(Version 2026.1D, effective 1 January 2026).  The Rising Stars routine division additionally
follows the Rising Star Tour (RST) 2026 Rules and Routine Guidelines. Where these event
rules are silent or in conflict with the governing rules, the governing rules take precedence (see
Section 8).

If you have any questions before or during the event, please contact Event Director  Gordon
MacDonald through the contact form at neverlandswing.com, or speak to Chief Judge Chuck
Brown on site.

1. Eligibility

1.1 Event Requirements

Competitors must hold a valid event pass that includes competition access.

Competitors must register for each division before the published deadline and pay any
required entry fees.

All competitors must complete the event waiver and accept the Code of Conduct.

1.2 WSDC Division Eligibility

Skill-level eligibility for all WSDC Jack & Jill divisions is determined by the WSDC
Points Registry and the WSDC Skill Level Jack & Jill Advancement Chart.

Age-based divisions:

Sophisticated – open to competitors 35 years or older by the close of the event (all
skill levels).
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Masters – open to competitors 50 years or older by the close of the event (all skill
levels).

It is each competitor's responsibility to enter the correct division. If a competitor
registers for a division for which they are not eligible, they may be moved to the correct
division or disqualified from that division.

1.3 Petition Process

Petitions follow the WSDC Petition Rules:  -  A petition can move a competitor  only one (1)
division up or down. - Petition down (primary role only): reviewed and approved or denied
by the Chief Judge (or a designated qualified individual/committee). Petitions are event-specific
and not transferable. -  Petition up: must be submitted to the WSDC Chief Judges Committee
(CJC) at least  fifteen (15) days before the event together with two (2) videos. Approved up-
petitions are valid for six (6) months and are transferable. - Petitions outside of WSDC rules are
not accepted. Petitions will not be approved to make a Tier.

1.4 Primary and Secondary Role

A competitor's primary and secondary roles are defined by the WSDC Points Registry:
the primary role is the role in which they hold points at the higher skill level (or, if equal,
the role with more points).

Competitors may dance their secondary role subject to the WSDC Secondary Role
Advancement Chart.

A given WSDC skill-level division may be entered only once – either as a leader or
as a follower, not both.

1.5 Division Choice, Consistency and Strictly Qualification

If a competitor is eligible for more than one WSDC division, the division they choose for
Jack & Jill in their primary role defines their event level.

A competitor may not dance "down" into a lower skill-level contest if the division they
qualify for is offered at the event.

Strictly division qualification is determined by role. A couple must enter the
highest Strictly division for which either partner qualifies in the role they are dancing.
Example: a competitor who dances Intermediate Jack & Jill as a leader must enter
Strictly at no lower than Intermediate when dancing the leader role, even if they are
Novice in their follower role.

A competitor must dance with a different partner in each couples division they enter.
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2. Competitor Responsibilities

2.1 Registration and Bib Numbers

Competitors must pick up and wear their assigned bib number to compete.
Competitors cannot compete without their bib number.

Bib numbers must be collected at least two (2) hours before the first competition of
the day, unless the published event schedule states otherwise.

If a bib number is not picked up by the deadline, the competitor cannot
participate – even if the entry fee has been paid.

2.2 Schedule Monitoring

Rounds and start times may change depending on the number of entries. Competitors
must check the schedule regularly and be ready accordingly.

2.3 Marshalling and Error Reporting

Competitors must report to the marshalling area on time and follow the instructions of
the marshal.

Competitors must immediately report any error in heat sheets or marshalling lists
(e.g. wrong division, missing name, wrong role) to the scorer or the Chief Judge
(Chuck Brown) so it can be corrected before the contest.

2.4 Attendance

Competitors must be present and ready when called. Each competitor is called twice.

If a competitor fails to appear, an alternate may replace them; once replaced, the
original competitor cannot return. Failure to appear when called results in
disqualification from that contest.

2.5 Entry Fees

Entry fees are non-refundable under all circumstances.

2.6 Scores

Contest results (rounds, placements, and score reports) will be posted at the event and
remain available to competitors for at least 30 days.
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Post-event scoring questions can be directed to Event Director Gordon MacDonald.

2.7 Conduct

Competitors must show good sporting conduct, respect, and fairness on and off the
floor, and follow all instructions from event staff and officials.

Concerns must be raised through the Chief Judge or designated officials. Competitors
must not confront or pressure judges directly.

3. Dance Requirements and Safety

3.1 Swing Content

All contests are West Coast Swing contests. A clear majority of recognizable West
Coast Swing content is required.

Jack & Jill, Switch Jack & Jill, and Strictly Swing must be lead/follow only, with
no pre-choreographed material.

Routine divisions (Rising Stars) may use pre-choreography per the Rising Star Tour
Routine Guidelines.

3.2 Connection

Partners maintain physical connection except for brief, intentional breakaways. Routine
divisions may break connection for choreographed elements.

3.3 Partner Weight-Support Moves ("Tricks") and Lifts

All supported moves must be safe and controlled.

Supported moves (at least one foot of the supported partner remains on the floor) are
allowed in all divisions.

Lifts and over-the-head moves (both feet off the floor, weight fully supported by the
partner) are NOT allowed in Jack & Jill, Switch Jack & Jill, or Strictly Swing.

Lifts and aerials ARE permitted in the Rising Stars routine division, executed
safely and per the Rising Star Tour Routine Guidelines. Excessive use of lifts that
overwhelms dance content may negatively affect judging.
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3.4 Floorcraft

Competitors are responsible for the safety of themselves, their partner, and others on
the floor, and must adjust to avoid collisions. Unsafe floorcraft may result in referee
intervention or penalties.

3.5 Attire

Attire must be appropriate for social dancing and for all audiences.

Costumes and props are not allowed in Jack & Jill, Switch Jack & Jill, or Strictly
Swing. Strictly couples may wear coordinated (non-theatrical) outfits.

Rising Stars routine competitors may wear performance attire that is secure and safe; 
props are prohibited in Rising Stars per RST rules.

3.6 Appropriate Behavior and Impairment

Sexually explicit, offensive, or unsafe behavior is prohibited and may result in penalties
or disqualification.

Competing while impaired (e.g. by alcohol or other substances) to a degree that affects
safety may result in disqualification.

The Chief Judge's decision on appropriateness and safety is final.

3.7 Content Violations (CV)

Violations of Section 3 carry penalties at the discretion of the Chief Judge: - CV1 (Minor): drop 1
placement - CV2 (Moderate): drop up to 5 placements - CV3 (Severe): disqualification from the
division

4. Competition Divisions

All divisions below are taken from the official scoring.dance entry list for this event (ID 364).
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4.1 WSDC Jack & Jill Divisions (skill level)

Random partner assignment, music selected by the DJ, no pre-choreography, lead/follow only.
Each requires a minimum of 5 leaders and 5 follows to run as a points division (Tier 1). WSDC
points are awarded per the WSDC Tier chart.

Newcomer Jack & Jill – for dancers new to competition.

Novice Jack & Jill

Intermediate Jack & Jill

Advanced Jack & Jill

All-Stars Jack & Jill

4.2 WSDC Age-Based Jack & Jill Divisions

Same Jack & Jill format as above; open to all skill levels who meet the age requirement.

Sophisticated Jack & Jill – competitors 35+.

Masters Jack & Jill – competitors 50+.

4.3 Strictly Swing Divisions

Couples register together and dance to DJ-selected music; lead/follow only, no extended pre-
choreography, no lifts. Division qualification is by role (see 1.5). These divisions do not award
WSDC Jack & Jill registry points.

Strictly Novice – for couples where both partners qualify at Novice level (in the role
danced) or below.

Strictly Open – open to all levels; the couple competes against the full field.

Strictly Masters – for couples meeting the Masters age requirement (50+).

4.4 Switch Jack & Jill

Random partner assignment with DJ-selected music. During the dance, the couples 
switch between leading and following. Competitors must be comfortable dancing
both roles. Lead/follow only, no lifts. This is a non-WSDC-points fun division.

The quality of the role switches (smoothness, clarity of the hand-off, and how
seamlessly the transition is led and followed) is part of the judging in addition to the
standard criteria.
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4.5 Rising Stars (Routine Division)

A choreographed West Coast Swing routine division run under the Rising Star
Tour (RST) 2026 Rules and Routine Guidelines.

Couples register together and prepare a routine in advance; partners provide their own
music, which must be appropriate for West Coast Swing.

Amateur eligibility (RST): competitors must be at least 15 years old by the end of the
event and meet RST amateur criteria (e.g. have not placed in the final of a NASDE
Classic/Showcase division, do not hold Champion points within the previous 10 years).
Eligibility is assessed separately for each role.

Routines must clearly represent West Coast Swing identity and technique. Lifts/
aerials are permitted (safety first); props are prohibited.

Routine length: maximum 3 minutes. Exceeding the time limit may be flagged by the
referee and reviewed for a penalty.

A referee system monitors time, props, and safety; flagged issues are reviewed and
may lead to placement adjustments or disqualification.

5. Judging and Scoring

5.1 Scoring System

All contests use the WSDC Relative Placement scoring method. Judges rank
competitors; the majority rank determines final placement. Ties are broken per WSDC
rules, with the Chief Judge having final authority.

5.2 Evaluation Criteria

Judges evaluate: - Timing and rhythm - Technique and execution - Teamwork / partnership /
connection - Musicality and content - Presentation and style

5.3 Rounds

The number of rounds (prelims, quarters, semis, finals) is determined by the WSDC
Tier (based on the number of unique competitors per role). The minimum number of
rounds for each Tier is mandatory.
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6. Competition Procedures and Rights

6.1 Procedures

Finals formats (e.g. all-skate, jam, spotlight) are at the Chief Judge's discretion.

Restarts (e.g. wrong song, sound/lighting issue, clothing malfunction) may be
requested by a competitor or initiated by the Chief Judge, but are approved only by the
Chief Judge. A restart must be requested before leaving the floor; only the restarted
performance is scored.

Music for Jack & Jill, Switch Jack & Jill, and Strictly is DJ-selected; routine competitors
bring their own music.

6.2 Competitor Rights

Competitors may review their scores after results are posted and can expect a safe
dancing environment.

6.3 Awards

Awards are presented at the event. Competitors should be present to receive awards
unless excused in advance.

7. Minimum Entries

A WSDC skill-level Jack & Jill division requires a minimum of 5 leaders and 5 follows
(Tier 1) to run as a points contest.

If a division does not meet the minimum at registration close, the Event Director may
combine it with an adjacent division (per WSDC combination rules, points awarded to
the lower division) or cancel it.

Non-WSDC divisions (Strictly, Switch, Rising Stars) may be run, combined, or
cancelled at the organizers' discretion based on entries.
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8. WSDC Supremacy Clause

In the event of any conflict between these event rules and the WSDC Registry Event Rules
(Version 2026.1D), the  WSDC rules take precedence for all West Coast Swing contests. For
the Rising Stars routine division, the Rising Star Tour 2026 Rules and Routine Guidelines apply
in addition to these event rules.

9. Severability Clause

If  any  single  provision  of  these  rules  is  found to  be  invalid  or  unenforceable,  all  remaining
provisions remain in full force and effect.

10. Contact

Questions about competitions, eligibility, or these rules can be directed to: -  Event Director:
Gordon MacDonald — via the contact form at neverlandswing.com -  Chief Judge (on site):
Chuck Brown - Venue: CanDance Studios, Isolatorweg 28, 1014 AS Amsterdam, Netherlands

These  rules  are  subject  to  minor  adjustment  before  the  event;  the  version  published  on
neverlandswing.com at the start of the event is authoritative.
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